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Hatianal I n s t i t u t e s  of i+ealth 
iietheoda, HD 20205 

1 %rite to express ay  oppasition co the proposed amencikcnta 
t o  the Mi4 Cuidelinea aubmltted by Jeremy R i f k i n ,  Everything, f 
know stout  biology and about the t t 1 s t ~ 1 - y  of science leads me to 
h l l a y e  that hlo statea reasons i n  favor aE these amendments are 

'spec ibus  and ftratiorwl, bath as science and as public li:olicy. 
Ysrhape the ~ 8 t  dlstutbiaR aspect o€ h i s  proposal is that i t  
w i l l  contuse BILQ ~ i i ~ l e c t d  tite h r i c a a  publ ic  atscmt current science 
anti the policies governing rebt~areh. 
l,yst?uke, tcactaea u6 that qst ic isa C I D ~  never y i e l d  rational and 
vise p u b l i c  pal fcy  in leciunrific matters. Yet r g s t i c f m  l a  the 
basis of Plr. Mi.fkfn'8 proposal. 

Eiastory , Erorn G a l i  l e u  through 



f bo a$$rfi@ w i t h  Orie O S  i l f fk in's  afI:rs. There i c i  p'heseiltly 
no reason to consicier inserting forc1p.n genes i n t o  the gerw liries 
of huiwne. We need to gather a great deal uiori? s c i e n t i f i c  evidenco 
before. WE w i l l  know whether such procedures will ever be useful t o  
aileviate ot cll3inate genetic diseaee. Ue need an e n ~ r m u ~  mount 
o t  experftrlt?ntatlon t o  atitermine wbetber euch procedurrei arts even 
fe?asiblt . .  la the  meanwhile, a variety of Wore effecrive or elnyl3et 
alternatives for creating wc:i diseases isay emerge. There is plenty 
of t f w  for wide w c i r t a i  Oiscuc&ioa .of all aspects of the yosaibft- 
ic ies .  Tie r e p o r t  of ~t;e P r e s i d e n t ' s  (Swsissfoi? for the Study of 
Ethical ProSLeta in ??eiiicloe end ti ioqedlcsl  end Behavioral Research 
represents ctle ceuply cotzsiderzd vievs of au excellent group 02 
Litdependent c i t l z e ~ c t ;  a COPY is %tt:uched and L reqtle~t that i t  be 
included in the eife 01 c w i x m t s  an the prcypns;al. I ta  serious 
approach provides a p o d  s t a f t t r i g  place  for p u b l i c  discussion. 
However, contrary to the ptopoeal, tz:e repert's content supgeetr, 
t!iat w e  Cave need to consider prohibitions, with  d l  t h e i r  
n q a t i w e  consequences. The ifXH Guidelines and the current rcqula- 
eions regsrdiag t~utasn e x p e r i w n t a t f o n  already provide e tr ic t  
safagumds against prcntiituxe and ill-considerea a t t e m p t s  at 
~ ~ ~ t d i f i c a t f o u ~  uf i i w n  germ lines. 

S i  nee r e l  y , 

Wax 1 ne Singe r 


